
                                                                                                              

                                      

 
Opened in early 2002, the Kitimat community health center is a full service hospital and health center consisting of acute and long-term care facilities, as 
well as clinics for diabetes outreach, public health, home care, home support, mental health services, and offices for physicians and visiting specialists. The 
58-bed hospital includes 36 multi-level care and 22 long-term care beds. It features two operating rooms, complete laboratory, rehabilitation, emergency 
and diagnostic imaging departments. 
 
The architectural firm was DGBK Architects of Vancouver, British Columbia, with Greg Dowling (MAIBC, AIA) as Partner in Charge. The Construction 
Manager was Bird Construction of Richmond, British Columbia. 
 
The Nearby Coast Mountains are a striking visual presence and backdrop for the strong contemporary image of this new state-of-the-art, high-technology 
facility. This contrast between the natural environment and the built environment forges a stronger presence for the hospital in its setting, while the design 
builds on the interaction between the facility and its environment. By providing large expanses of glass and strategically placed windows, the hospital 
engages its surroundings and merges the interior environment with nature. The open, light-filled spaces within the hospital invite interaction during the day 
and act as a "beacon of care" in the evening. A graphic red cross on the exterior makes clear the role of this center. The application of a strong red color in 
the cladding of entrance canopies provides a vibrant accent in the design that also acts as an important way finding device.  
 
Affordability, performance, and design were among the considerations for exterior cladding when the new Kitimat Hospital and Health Centre at Kitimat, 
British Columbia, was in the planning stages. 
"Originally, the owner and architect were not sure they had the budget for Alucobond 21 Material," said Gordon Makwich of KPS, the material distributor, 
fabricator and installer located in North Vancouver, British Columbia. "However, by working closely with the architect, we were able to value engineer the 
building envelope to a point where the product in our System A (high performance rainscreen) was a feasible method of construction." Approximately 
25,000 sq. ft. of 4mm Alucobond 21 Material was used in colors of Birch and Platinum.  Alucobond 21 is an aluminum composite material that originates 
from Alcan Aluminum and is manufactured in the U.S.A. 
 
Alucobond 21 Material is an aluminum composite material (ACM) with two sheets of .020" aluminum bonded to a thermoplastic core. The rigid material 
maintains a visually "flat" and high-tech look where desired, even when the material is fabricated into smooth, sweeping curves for detail. The ACM offers 
an interesting contrast in texture to the occasional use of corrugated metal at the center. Also of consideration in this environment of heavy winter snowfall 
and rain throughout the year were the long-term performance characteristics of ACM and its ease of maintenance. 
Kitimat Hospital and Health Centre replaces Kitimat General Hospital, which dates back to 1960. Kitimat, the community, is situated at the mouth of the 
Kitimat River and the head of the Douglas Channel, a 130-nautical-mile connection to the North Coast of British Columbia and the Pacific Ocean. Kitimat is 
home to the large Alcan aluminum smelter, part of an aluminum industry presence which traces its beginnings to the late 1940s and is based on the 
Province of British Columbia attracting power intensive industry to B.C.. 
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